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. is no record of his actually having pursved the suit.
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uch an incident could ocour. Taylor announced 1o the press that
a5 going 10 sue the hotel proprietors for $10.000 damages, but

L . ihe end of the 1901 season, the rising young star Frank Kramer,
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wst whom Taylor had fought a long series of birter, dramatic duels,

me champion of America by an extremely namow margin. Krarmer

.d 72 points 0 Taylor's %4 on the national circuit. Kramer had al-
y won thirty points by the time Taylor returned from France and
n his championship drive Iate in the season. Taylor believed that
s MacPariand who was hehind Kramer's victoties, managing him,
cing with hirg, sharing his prize MONEY, and, above all, scheming
 hirm. But there was also 1o doubt that the young, mcEﬂa.wm?mm
ner was in his own right an extracrdinary rider, who would sub-
ently dominate American sprinting in a wWay that only Zimmer-

'y and Taylor bad done before him.
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.w_\uw SOME TIME, the press had been speculating about Major
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Taylor's love life. One newspaper claimed that he had “a dusky
je" whose identity he was arexious 1o conceal; Rumors circulated,

| Tayior himself did nothing to discourage them. When he was
aking records in Chicago in 1898, he even fooled his munages,
(ry Sager, into thinking he was mairied by wiring 2 telegram, in his
sence, 1o & NONExsent wifie,

1 fact, there is no indication of any romantic atachment in Tavior's

- uniil the fall of 1500, when, at the height of his fame, he met the
ung woman who would become his wife. Shortly after winning the
amplonship of Americz, on Thursday, October 11, 1900, he wrote
o words — *Daisy Mormis™ - ic the smiall dizry which he used most-
for jorting down notes about his racing and traveling expenses. We
o anly speculate whether he met Daisy for the fisst ime that day or
1ether maﬂmmﬁmnww@nnﬁ& she matiered 0 him. What can be
id for cermin is that this is the first definite evidence of her baving
yme into his life.

Taylor was an exemely eligihle young man in 1900, and Daisy
ctornia Momis 2 strikingly beautiful young wroman, tall and slim, with
jht-colored skin, distinguished poise, and a refined manner The
aughter of a black mother and a white father, she was born in Hud-
s, New York on January 28, 1876, and was thus nearly three years

ier than Taylor, She wds faised alone by her mother, receiving an
iS4, BURDPE, AUSTRATIA, TO02-—1905
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Alagii Tav g
excellern education sl the Nudson Academs, o pevale swhool. Her
mather died when she wes ondy niocicen atd sla: went o Harlod
to I with & elatve, the Reverend Louwis Tavlor, a nunister of the
African Metbwidist Episcogpal Zion Church.

In Harford, Daisy Momis woved i @ cohured and educated waorkd,
She was prominont in social circles aed an ardent workes in the blzck
Amphion Sacial Club, which was compused of Tlanford's best young
people. It also put on dramas and concerts, in which she performed.”

In 1897, Bev. Taylor was transferred with his wife and Daisy 1o
Worrester, where, a2 sociab function conmected either with the
Methodist Church or with Tayior's own church, the John Sweet Bap
tist Church, the couple fose et

Although Tavlor's siatus as a professional arhlete and his Indiapa
farm background may bave heen suspect in the eyes of some of the
society people in the privileged black circles in which Daisy Morris
mowed, those who knew him well did oot for 8 moment question his
respectability, his morul charactee, or his sutiahility as a parmer for 2
young woman with class and good social standing. In fact, Taylor en-
joyed a fine reputation in the black comununity in New England, Pit-
shurg, Chicapo, Indiarapolis, and New York, ail places where he had
raced and been entertained as the guest of honor at social functions.
He had money and a fine house in Worcester and was one of the best-
gnowers black men in the United Shies - 2 hero o many black people.
To Baisy Momis, he appeared as a dashmg, exciting person, leading
a dramatic, adventurous life. Add 1o this gentlemanly carrectness, and
we can imagine that he wnpressed her as s very exceptional person.

Their relaticuship blossomed. By the time Tavlor left in 1901 for bis
trip to France, they were engaged, and Daisy recenved his postcards
from ali over Burope Ual suminer. When he remed, the courship
resimed, and they were maried on Mardh 21, 1902, in Ansonia, Con-
necticut, with Baisy's uncle, wha had I then moved w0 Ansonia, of-
ficlating at the ceremony. After & very hrief honeymaouon. the coupie
reurnedd (o Taylor's house in Worcestes where he frad been living with
L fathier since the death of Bis sister Gertrude two seurs hefore, Taylos
was prececupicd with preparations for his second Furopean tour,
which Diaisy thought of s @ business thps. She accompanied him 1o
Grand Central Station, then returned te Ansenia s stay with Jer sunl
and undde untl her bsband's retars, & was a stange and fonnal way
1o bogin thetr mamed Jife ropether,

USA, EUROFE, AUSTRALA, 1905— 1905




m
4

=3

a0g42348089

THE UPS STORE HICKFAH

17 2008 1:45PM

Apr

30 WoRLD TRAVELER £l

was suspended for a year for a foul he comuitted in 3 macch race in
Melbourne which caused Taylor to crash heavily and lefi him stunned,
Laelly bruised and lacerated, one of the most serious crashies he had
ever had. Lawson was furced to cancel his Australian trip and return
in Furope, where the following summes he became world champion
in London.

Tyen the Australian riders saw little enough reason to help Taylor
increase his already huge earnings, and so the black American star
was isolated, left to fend for himself, against a determined opposition.
Unless he paid them, shared the prize money with them, they argued,
they had no reason to work with him in a race. The climale was roach
less Friendly than the previous year and Floyd MacFarland was respon-
sible for stirring up much of the negative feeling against Taylor among
the formerly friendly Australizn riders. Commenting on his relation-
ship with “Faylor, Iver Lawson told an Austealian journalist, “We never
speak, and we pass in the street without noticing one another.”

And on this second tour of Australia, when he was welcomed so
warrnly again by loval spectatots, Taylor had to endurse racist decistons
from some referees. The match races between Taylor and MacFarland
and Tawson were exciting but inconciusive, spolled as they were by
bad judges’ decisions, refusals to appear and the muddle of frequent
offictal inquiries and the withholding of prize money. When he lefe
sdelaide in April 1904, Taylor swore to the press that he would pever
cetarn to Australia. “Some of your officials have all along entertained
a disgusting prejudice against me,” he told the Adelaide Observer
“There is no Rctful sympathy about them. They have regarded me
merely as a revenie-eaming machine, nothing more. 1 could fill up
your paper with incidents of how this bias has been _&mﬁwﬁa.aﬁ

The increased asimosity shown owards him by riders and officials,
howevcr, only made Taylor more popular with the crowds, who still
crarnmed in to the wacks to enjoy the cut-throat racing between bil-
ter rivals, and they were deeply disappointed by the confusion and
chaos that spoiled Australian bicydle racing that year and often made
it impossible for Taylor o give the srunning perdormances for which
he wds noted.

%,z&ﬁuw TAYLOW'S first and only child, a daughter, was born in
Sydney, Austrakia, on May 11, 1904, She was christened Ria Syd-
ney after the city where she was bom, and wis known thereafter as

USA, EURGPE, AUSTRazA, TMIZ— WIS
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Swdney. Less than u oo atrer er barth, the Taviors set sail for San
Francisco on the liner Serrg with e Austradian champion Don
Walker. a staunch Chnstian who had becume g dlose friend and wis
ori his way 1o compeie in the world cha mgonstups in England. They
felt Australiz with what the newspapers referred w oas *a small
menagene,” a kangaroo, several brightly colored parrots, and 2 cock-
atod, which had been taught o ory “Major' Major! Hallo, Boy!”

A rousing farewell in Australia was followed by ag wy reception m
Fan Francisco. There, wrore Tavlorn, “we encountered a new epidemic
of Cotorphobia. ... We found it impossible o dine in the restaomns
hecause the management drew the color line, and the same condi
tons confronted us atthe hotels. We made the rounds of the city, ondy
0> be refused shelter and in many cases o be actually insulted ” Major
Taylor, a household name in France and Australia weas 2 mobody 4n
California.

In the end. at Taylor's suggestion, they resnmed to a muse to be able
e ¢at lunch, Walker werit into a restaurant where they had already
been refused service and ordered lanch Tor three, saying that his com-
panions would be coming shortly. When the food was served, he paid
the bill and then brought the Tavlors in. Thev were nut thrown out.
They had planned o sest for a few davs in San Francisco, but they
were 5o disgusted with their teatment, they mnstead left for the East
on the midnight sleeper. Such was the respect paid to 4 grear Ameri-
can champion in California.

Dlon Walker was flabbergasted 50 this is America about which o
have been boasting in Austratia,” Tavtor remembered hing sAVing.
“From whart [ have seen of it 1o the past few days, | eannot under-
stand why o were in such 2 humy tw gen back home here. Do you
prefer w live in 4 country where vou are treated like this thap o lve
I my coustry wiwre you are so well thought of, and where YOu an:
treated bke a white man, and where niany talucemens were made
vou 1o ceturn i live? | eannen understand this land of thingr” Tavior
tried o explain conditions o Walker, e werole, bt the frone 1 wied
L sriex iy matters over, e mmore incensed he became

According 3o Taviors daughter Svdoey, Twr parents CRPETICNCRS 1
San Frainison wore mare severs than mercly e ng refused serviee
histeds and resrarants. She says that o man on the srees, rastabiing
hess miothe s for 3 echite womma, muade wsulting conunens ahoul e
being with & black wun. She says thas Tavior old his wife and Dog
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